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A CONTRIBUTION 
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FBBSEBYED IS THE BBITISH MUSEUM, 

PROVINa THE MINUTE HISTOBIOAL ACCURACY OP THE 
gCBIPTURES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



No one has stated more briefly and sententiously the 
nature of the three kinds of evidence, relating to the 
rehgion of Christ, than the apostle Peter (2 Peter, i. 
16-21). 

I. — " We have not followed cnnninffly-devised fables Testinwnyofthe 

o J eve and ectr of 

.... but were et/e-toitnesses of his majesty .... when jn^.'^iSfe*^? 
there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, titinionyrto*^ 
This is mv beloved Son, in whom I am weU pleased. ^L^^^ 

after, would be 

And this voice which came from heaven we heard^ when "tradition" only. 
we" (that is the three witnesses of our Lord's trans- 
figuration, Peter, James, and John his brother. Mat. 
xvii. 1) *' were vnth him in the holy mount." 

II. — ** We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; pjjf^ete^**' 

whereunto tb do well that ye take heed, as unto a light oid^Swthey 

that shineth in a dark place." Ihe Hoiy^Spirit.'' 



TMtimony of HI. — «' Until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in 

Obedience. ICtf. y OUT hearty" 

I Mid^DuTyo^^ ^* ^^ cyident from this passage — many others might be 
•^n!"* jo£?™ cited — that the apostle, who received, from the Saviour 
e»i.'2 Cor.*?. 17. Himsclf, commands to " feed " his " lambs " and " sheep," 

distinctly announces, througl^ the Holy Spirit, that the 
third evidence is more powerful than the second, and the 
second than the first : melancholy thought ! that many 
professing Christians have reversed, and do reverse, the 
process : and in this way it is, that so many '^ teach as 
doctrines the commandments " (traditionally delivered to 
them) " of men." 
L^^^^lP^hi ** In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every 
W^^'tm-^ truth be established ;" and though the persons, who 

pared with the 

witty VoltMre. v-i, ^ ^ w* 

never had an nnbdieving doaot, 

are very happy, like the Olney lace-maker, who 

knew, and knew no more, her Bible true— 
A truth the brilliant Frenohman nerer knew, 

and require no such evidence of the plenary inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures ; yet it is well, it is in fact com- 
manded, that we give '' to any man who asketh us a 
reason of the hope that is in us." 
Pau^nae '^790 Books of cvidcnce havc multiplied, just as the Church 

sfi^Hik"o^f St. got Ught. Paley's * Horae PauKn»,' with Mr. Smith's 
smuk, i^^ * Shipwreck of the Apostle Paul,' are two books so filled 

F.B.8., of Jordan -.i-^ /» n • , ^ • i n • .1 

Hiu, 1848. With mmute proots ot mtemal evidence oi accuracy in the 

Acts and in. the writings of St Paul, that careless men, 
who peruse them, are without excuse, so undeniable are 
the proofs. 

Those who believe that " every hair of" their " head is 
numbered," and that ^^ not a sparrow falleth to the groimd 



without our Father," and who " consider the lilies of the Doctrine of 

' minute Ptoti- 

field how they grow," and also that all things are under MShSi^ida/s. 

the control of, and ordered by, " Him with whom we have SJI; "*^ ^^'' 

to do," do or will also acknowledge that He who, for our 

instruction, made his servant write, '' All Scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in ^righteousness " (2 Tim. 

iii. 16), — that He, we repeat, had a reason why Egyptian Minute par- 

kings, dukes of Edom, and minute particulars about the toms^intoreaSn 

Assyrian monarchs, and the manners (domestic and war- wiShthSJ^tJSe 

like) of their subjects, should be so fuUy recorded, — had ^"^' 

a reason why the river that " went out of Eden " should ?^**°^';^®"» 

J demonstrated by 

be so particidarly described as dividing " into four heads," ^^' ch««ney. 
— had a reason why " the dwelling of the sons of 
Joktan " (Gen. x. 30) should be so particularly defined, 
— had a reason for recording (G«n. x. 8-12), " And Cush 
begat Nimrod ; he began to be a mighty one in the earth: f^J^i^\ 
he was a mighty hunter before the Lord; wherefore it is f2*w8nte/5the 
said^ Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord. Sthe^omeof 
And THE BEGiNlfiNa of his kingdom was Babel, and countries where 

3000 years ago, 

Erech. and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. "the mighty 

' ' ' -^ • hunter ruled." 

Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, 
and the city Mehoboth, and Calah, and Resen, between 
Nineveh and Calah ; the same is a great dty" — mark the 
precision ; mark the minute particularity of names in all 
passages of the Bible, from the boimdary of Eden to the 
wanderings of the Israelites — from the names of the 
dukes of Edom and their cities to the passage, " Now 
Bethany was nigh to Jerusalem, about fifteen fturlongs 
off*," — and to the minute description of the ship and 
voyage of the apostle Paul. 

No Christian can doubt that He who, by his Spirit, in- gJri^tTrS?^?*! 
spired men to write the Scriptures, committed unto the Jews cJmiitted^unto 
the keeping of the Old Testament, and placed the curse ingoFthe Jewlf 



the 
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MormoniiM, of In Teises 18 and 19 of the la«t chapter of Bevelation, — 

**J^*^J*^ led Egyptian archseologists to give up Egyptian evidence, 

Ber. nii. 18. — Idumean travellers and draughtsmen to Petra ; Botta to 

JS:,?<*?^"'" Khorsabad, the town of Shalmaneser : made Dr. Robinson 

'Biblical Be- '' ' 

?2S^e!^ carry on his Biblical researches in Palestine ; and em- 
Coi. chtmavj. powcrcd the British Government to send Colonel Chesney 

on " the Expedition for the Survey of the Rivers Eu- 
Dr.Lay«rd. phratcs and Tigris," in 1835, 1836, and 1837 ; Layard 

to Koyunjik, and the palaces of Sennacherib and other 
SSM*'?Toi»' Assyrian monarchs ; led Layard to illustrate paiBsages in 
8vo, i»». Ezekiel and Nahum, before his time, obscure ; and led 

Col. BawUiison. Coloucl Rawlinsou to make those researches, whose 

announcement, in the * Athenaeum' of the 23rd of August, 

1851, has so delighted archaeologists and philologists. 
But to our argument. — 
Shishflk, who At the northcm end of the Efinrptian gallery, on the 

took Eehoboam , , oj r o J ^ 

cfrijtire. See ur. riffht-haud sidc of the door, before you come to the 

YHseman's * Lee- ° ' -^ 

ta 

3; 



qa^Bt^B^Irj hbrary, there is a seated figure from Kamak, with an 
^tSh iiuwmm. animaVs head.* It is inscribed with the name of She- 



shonk I., a name first made out by ChampoUion. This 
figure is undoubtedly a monument of the reign of Shi- 
shak, who took Rehoboam, the king of Judah, captive f 
(1 Kings xiv. 25). 

We need only allude to this one fact, and will refer 
the reader to the works cited below, if he wishes for the 
names of other kings or people referred to both in the 
Bible and on Egjrptian monuments.** 

In passing, also, let us just notice the re-discovery of 
Petra, the capital of Edom, called Sela in Scripture; 

* Fasht (Bubas^es), the lion-headed deity. 

t See Birch, Axundale, and Bonomrs ' GkJlery of Antiqtuties seleeted 
from the British Museum,' Vol. I. p. 16, pi. 8. 

•* See, amongst others, the works of Wilkinson, Birch, Osbum, Glid- 
don, and Mr. Gosse's excellent compilation, published by the Society in 



that Pctra which Burckhardt passed through, Captains ^f"f2'p"il^ 
Irby and Mangles inspected, and the Count Laborde 
illustrated in his superb work, published at Paris in 
1830.* 

Omitting for the present the trarels of Sir Robert Ker ^SJ^voSfito. 
Porter, the nearly abortive researches of the learned Rich, iSH'^f^nS^"* 
and the vastly important discoveries of Botta, and our Seflntto^^a 
own countrymen Layard and Rawlinson, so familiar to withlssyriMi 

•' •' ... Aroh«ology, ana 

the public, we come down to an important notice in the *£ri*jjjj'^ 

* AthensBum ' of the 23rd of August, which will be memo- S^thts^"* 

rable in the history of the interpretation of the arrow- m^y ^r th«n 
- -I -I i oaght to be re- 

headed character. pabiished. 

Colonel Rawlinson, in a letter, announces that the Khoria-bad, the 

' ' paUce of, built 

king who built the palace of Ehorsabad, excavated by ^yshaimaneser. 
the French, was Shalmaneser (the '* Sargon " of Isaiah 
XX. 1), who came up against Hoshea, the king reigning 
in Samaria, and made him give him presents (2 Kings 
xvii. 3), and finally, for rebellion, shut that monarch in • 
prison, and afterwards took his capital, *' and carried 
Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and 
in Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes" (1. c. v. 6). On one of the tablets from Ehor- 
sabad, figured in Botta's work (plate 70), this conquest is gJSSS?* re- 
sculptured. Omitting Shalmaneser's other deeds, we SJte 7o of°° 
only allude to what Rawlinson says, that Khorsabad work^'fiSSii. 
" retained among the Syrians the title of Sarghun, as decouvertet 
late as the Arab conquest" (* Athenaeum,' 1. c. p. 903). ^;^^f'^^^^ 
His son, Sennacherib, built the great palace of Koyunjik, M"*]^Fi5J5in/ 
which Dr. Layard has been recently excavating, and plrifl,'i8«.* 
from which he has brought so many remains, some of 

« 

Lincoln's Inn Fields ; also. Dr. Cook Taylor^s ' Scripture Proofs from 
Egjrptian Monuments,' and that cheap book by ChampoUion the younger, 
* Egypte Ancienne, par M. ChampoUion Figeac,' published in the * rUnivers.' 

* 'Toyage de TArabie Petree, par Leon de Laborde.' 
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See Em Tui. 27, 
" vessela of fine 
copper, preoioiu 
as Rold.'^ 



Samaritaas 
portrayed on 
marbles. 



Sapplement of 
' Encyclopedia 
BritaDnioa/ 
article * Egypt/ 



Names of Sings, 
Bolers, or Yice* 
roys, important 
in marking de- . 
finite epoona. 



which will delight the Biblical scholar as well as the 
artist, when described, figured, and displayed. 

Omitting other results of Layard's, Botta's researches, 
and Rawlinson's determination, we close this part with an 
interesting quotation from Col. Bawlinson's letter : — "I 
have already identified the Samaritans among the groups 
of captives portrayed upon the marbles of Khorsabad ; 
and when I shall have accurately learnt the locality of the 
different bas-reliefs that have been brought firom Koy- 
unjik, I do not doubt but that I shall be able to point 
out the bands of Jewish maidens who were delivered to 
Sennacherib, and perhaps to distinguish the portraiture 
of the humbled Hezekiah." 

This is ** no cunningly-devised fable," but is, and will 
be, as clear to any one visiting the British Museum, as it 
is to Colonel Bawlinson. On it, and the preceding in- 
stances, a powerful argument may be formed, as for the 
truth of 2 Tim. iii. 16 ; and one, in our opinion, which 
is quite unanswerable. 

It is now generally known that Dr. Young, in or 
about 1819, discovered the name of a king on the 
Bosetta stone in the British Museum ; and firom this 
discovery any results in the interpretation of Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics date their origin. It is trite, but re- 
markable, that definitiveness is chiefly attached to royal 
names in history, or to names of rulers — as, for instance, 
'^ when Julius Caesar landed in Britain, he was Emperor of 
Rome," " when Bonaparte was First Consul of France," 
"when Washington was President of the United States," 
" when the Marquis Wellesly was Governor General of 
India," ** when Sir Stamford Baffles was Lieutenant 
Governor of Fort Marlborough, and held Java for this 
country," " when Sir James Brooke was Bajah of Sara- 
wak" — so, precision is peculiarly the property of the 
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names of royal personages in Hieroglyphics* It is 
curious that we often, in Scripture (see Genesis, Exodus, 
Kings, Chronicles, and Ezra, especially), see the names 
of royal or great personages distinctly recorded, whose 
connection with the Jews is very obscure. This is not 
the place to enter into details ; those acquainted with 
archaeological and philological criticism, know the im- 
portance of definite " resting points." Those who have 
perused the Chevalier Bunsen's learned but somewhat ?^^^^>Iy\b419 
fanciful work, the translation of which is entitled, * Egypt s HiSo^!^ 
Place in Universal History ^ and have at the same time - 
studied the history of Scotland, for instance, or any other 
country, at a time when some dukes held fiefs or petty ^H^ 

kingdoms, independently of the monarch, must feel the 
difficulty of only having two or three links of a chain, 5*^" •** 
'when the author wishes to make out a strict chronological 
royal lineage. This of itself would be a powerful argu- 
ment for attaching doubt to many of Bunsen's inferences. 



* "So one has more graphically described the solitary grandeur of Egypt, 
and the monarchical superiority of its monarchs, and the definitirenees of 
the "names of royal personages," than Percy Bysshe Shelley, in a fine Ode 
printed in Monokton Milnes' *Life and Letters of John Keats.* It was 
-written in 1818, under i)eculiar circumstances of competition, and in a 
space of time not likely to allow of so mature and finished a production : 

I saw a traveller from an antique land. 
Who said : Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 
Stand in the desert ; — near them, on the sand. 
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown. 
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command. 
Tell, that its sculptor well those passions read, 
' Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things. 
The hand that mbck*d them and the heart that fed ; 
And on the pedestal these words appear ; — 
**My name is Ozymandias, king of kings : 
Look on my works, ye mighty, and desiwir !" 
Nothing beside remains. — Bound the decay 
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare. 
The lone and level sands stretch &r away. 
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First published 
in 1667. A new 
edition waa 
lately edited 
most carefiilljr 
bj the Rer. 
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Oxford. 
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S'orth America, 
in 1739; pub- 
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Newton, 1755, 
etc. 



The 'Mission of 
InquiiT to the 
Jews, irom the 
Church of Scot- 
land,' by Messrs. 
Bonar and 
M'Cheyne, 1839. 
8rd thousand, 
1843. ' 28tb thou- 
sand, 1860. 



That learned man has carried too far the principles 
of his master, Niebuhr, just as in Palaeontology the 
reasoning of Cuvier might induce him, or his followers, 
to push his reasoning out of the pale of strict scientific 
induction. 

We believe that the time is not far distant when, in 
the land of Edom, other cities besides Petra will reveal 
their inscriptions ; and doubtless if Botta and Layard be 
supported by their respective governments, other cities 
of Assyria, mentioned in Scripture, will give up their 
records. The development of our knowledge of history; 
secular and scriptural, is gradual. Bishop Cosin's learned 
work on the Canon of Scripture, assisted much in set- 
ting on a definite basis the ground of our present accepted 
Bible. Jonathan Edwards in his * History of Redemp- 
tion,* was among the first to point out the end and* 
object of the Old Testament, and showed that from a 
certain point, namely, that of Abraham leaving Ur of 
the Chaldees, any other nation, alluded to, is treated 
episodically, or only in so far as they came into contact 
with the Jews. Bishop Newton, by his work on Pro- 
phecy, still further developed a part of Edwards's thesis ; 
while Dr. Keith, from subsequent travellers and his own 
experience in the East, added very much to Newton's 
evidences. The * Mission of Inquiry to the Jews, from 
the Church of Scotland,' by Messrs. Bonar and M*Cheyne, 
also much developed our acquaintance with the geogra- 
phy of Biblical countries, their manners, etc., recorded in 
the Bible. Dr. Pusey , in Professor Buckland's * Bridge- 
water Treatise,' and perhaps Dr. Chalmers before him, 
pointed out a remarkable but intentional space between 
the fii^t and second verses of the first chapter of Genesis, 
most important in geological reasoning, and now gene- 
rally recognised. The Biblical researches of Professor 
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Sobinson, the American traveller and divine, were most Prof. BobuMon. 

' theAmenoui 

important, and publicly acknowledged by the Geographical ^^^^J^S^r"*^ 
Societies of Berlin, Paris, and London; and Colonel SSSiST^ 
Chesney's determination of Scripture Geography, in his Ooi. ohesny*! 
admirable * Narrative and Survey of the Euphrates and ^^^g^^^^j 
Tigris,' is most important and gratifying to the geographer Q~f»pJ»y- 
and geologist. The works of the Creator, like his Word, 
have been chiefly discovered within the last four centuries. 
'We need scarcely allude to the voyages of Vasco do i«is— 1«8. 
Gama, of Cabot and Columbus, made known by the 
invention of printing, the voyages of Tasman and Cook, u^I'ujq. 
the researches of Copernicus, Eepler, Galileo, Bacon, 
Newton, Laplace, Linnaeus, and Cuvier, and recent voy- 
agers, astronomers, chemists, naturalists, and anatomists. 
So is it with the Word. Like the works of the same 
author, it is inexhaustible. One generation discovers the SJSd*if John 
satellites of Jupiter, another derives, from their occulta- JIS wSi^Ss ^r* 
tions, calculations for * the Nautical Almanac,' enabling (Krattosi Aima- 
sailors to find their longitude, in a way that would liave tude."* "**" 
been deemed witchcraft three hundred years ago. Black 
discovers the scientific principle of ** latent heat." Watt i^oe— irea. 
carries out the application of the principle in the steam- i766 and 1775. 
engine. Stephenson applies the locomotive to the steam- ^ff^^.^* 
engine — hence our rapid travelling. Franklin, with his 
kite in a thimder storm, led naturally to Wheatstone and 
Schelling with the electric telegraph. How possible it is, ^^^ ^®^®" 
by railways, to get parcels and passengers transmitted from 
distant points in a short time, never entered into the 
heads of that generation, whose coachmen used to drive 
so furiously the four-horsed mail some sixteen years ago. 
The laying down of an electric telegraph firom Old York 
to New York, depends on railway communication be- 
tween York and Dover, Calais and Constantinople, Con- 
stantinople and Calcutta, Calcutta and the Asiatic side of 
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Railway from the Behrinff's stralts, the American side of Behring's straits 

North to the . . 

de^eni^^^free ^^^ California and New York, so that lines only have 
toSduc^dmto*" ^ ^ Submerged in the sea between Dover and Calais, 

and across Behring's straits, and in a few minutes a mes- 
sage might be delivered between York in European Eng- 
land and its greater namesake in the United States of North 
America. This would, sixteen years ago, have been 
A practical BOMANCE ; it is now, 1851, within thirty or fifty 

generation, maik- , ... 

mgnseofgutta-. years Dcrhaps of beinff FACT : so is it with the Word ; 

percha, and gold •' -t a o r 

pnmote the^dis- *^® interpretation of it grows, and there are truths in it to 
SJreSbSndant ' be developed, of which this generation is yet ignorant,— 
^l^tV;r a generation which, by the Daguerreotype, can fix an 

open maseoms, , , , _ , 

public ubraries, imaffe in three minutes; by the Electric Telegraph can 

geological and *^ ^ ^ . o i: 

S^^^**Md^ send or receive, in three minutes, a message to or from a 

b2?lXi^5«? P^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^' 8®*^ ^^^ ^^^' perhaps, 
quSesandieo- 100,000 copics of an * Illustrated London News,* with 

tores by Pro- t n • o n 

feasors Airey, Woodcuts of actious of War, or sccHes of peacc, enacted or 

Faraday, etc. ; , 

and which pur- drawu in some foreim land only a month before. 

chases and reads *^ "^ 

p^Js?^^^^" Abraham saw more clearly than Job, — Solomon than 

Abraham, — Isaiah than Solomon, — and the apostle 
Peter than Isaiah. We know the proofs of fulfilled pro- 
phecy better than Bishop Newton : the * Introduction to 
the Study of the Holy Scriptures,' by Thomas Hartwell 
Home, B.D., Kitto's * Biblical Cyclopaedia,' and Gaiissen's 
o?tti^He«^' * Theopneustia,' are books fuU of illustrations, most of 
Hoi^scri^^eb ^^^^ unknown to a previous generation. ** If the vision 

tarry — wait for it," is our command. He who said, " not 
a sparrow falleth to the groimd without our Father," and 
** every hair of your head is numbered," in other words, 
who taught the doctrine of ** a minute Providence," 
placed the names of Egyptian kings ''in Scripture, led 
Dr. Young to the interpretation of Hieroglyphics, placed 
the names of dukes of Edom in the Bible, and sent 
Laborde to Idumea, — Botta, Layard, and Rawlinson to 
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discoveries and researclies in Assyria. There are other 
lessons besides those of art, archaeology, and geography, 
to be derived from the Bemains in the British Museum. 
** The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it, because they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than 
Jonas is here." (Mat. xii. 41.) 

It is to be hoped that so active and able a collector and BeBeawiies in 

■*■ ^ Assyria should 

student, as Dr. Layard has proved himself to be, will J^thrBSfifh 
meet with every support from the Trustees of the British ^'^SSSeeJ if 
Museum. They have shown, by their selection of the Museum? 
Elgin and Towneley marbles, how judiciously and admi- 
rably Art of the highest kind may be taught, — by their 
Lycian, Etruscan, and Egyptian monuments, how early 
art, archaeology, and historical illustration may be ex- 
hibited,— and, by their Assyrian and Shemitic monu- 
ments, what stores of illustrations are in their Museum, 
for art, archaeology, and history. 



* • • • aidderired 
Of eyidence from monuments, erect, 
Prostrate, or leaning towards their common rest 
In earth, the widely-scattered wreck sublime 
Of vanished nations, or more clearly drawn 
From books, and what they picture and record. 

WoBDswoBTH.— Pirc/ttrfe, p. 232, book viii. 



** SEARCH THE SCBIPTTTB^S— POR THEY ARE THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME." 



P. 8.— The author means, if time be allowed him, to extend the matter hinted at 

in pp. 13, 14, and 15, into a small volume. 



ANCIENT EGYPT; 

HER TESTIMONY TO THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE. 

With very numerous Engravinc^ and Coloured Plates. 

CONTENTS OF THE WOKK. 
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